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It’s amazing to think another year has passed so quickly here at the Kappa house. I have been so 
lucky and honored to watch our chapter graciously and determinedly enjoy the wonderful times 
and work together through the more difficult ones. Sometimes it is still a wonder to me that our now 
larger-than-ever chapter of 150 members can get along so well, but it is simply a testament to the 
character of each of them – more than anything, we have a mutual respect for one another that is 
deeply embedded in Kappa’s values. 

Every year, our Chapter Council is tasked with setting five goals, and in January our council 
decided on the following: to strengthen our chapter’s presence on social media, to make Standards 
more transparent, to foster greater participation at Kappa and Greek-wide events, to promote 
campus involvement for our members, and to make ritual and Kappa Kappa Gamma history a 
higher priority for the upcoming year.

        

The last goal is one that I have always 
personally favored over the others, because I 
believe it is the closest we can come to pure 
Kappa, and that is a greater focus on ritual.  
Even as an alumni or active Kappa reading 
this, our hearts are bound by the values of 
Kappa that are embodied in and made nearly 
tangible through our ritual. With this, we were 
extremely lucky this semester to have a past 
Kappa national president, Denise Rugani, 
give a presentation on the meaning of Kappa 
ritual as well as a refresher on Pi Deuteron’s 
special place in Kappa history. 

Lastly, it would be unfair to pretend that the success of our chapter is ours alone. Pi Deuteron is 
forever grateful for the unending support from alumni and advisors that our chapter has been 
fortunate enough to have in the past year. Although many of you probably already know or have 
experienced this, Kappa not only fosters friendships, it fosters learning through leadership, 
philanthropy, and a foundation of shared values. It is safe to say that this year as President has 
been invaluable to my growth as a leader, thinker, and friend, and I cannot thank our advisors—
and especially my advisor, Christina—enough for providing thoughtful guidance at every single 
step of the way. 
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The Pi Deuteron chapter of Kappa Kappa Gamma had a fantastic recruitment this year! We were 
so excited to welcome home our new pledge class of 54 new members on Bid Day on August 31st, 
2016. 

Even with some new changes to the 
recruitment process, our house maintained 
enthusiasm, positivity, and most importantly, 
support for one another, which we are 
extremely grateful for! Per tradition, we 
incorporated dress up days and even some 
fun performances from the Membership and 
Recruitment Chairs to keep the spirit up 
during Pre-Recruitment.   

Every year the Membership Chair and Recruitment Chair select a recipient in memory of one of our 
past membership chairs, Jill Costello, who graduated in 2010 and passed away shortly after due to 
lung cancer. This award is given to a member who significantly contributed to the success of 
recruitment by acting as a role model and inspiring the chapter with positive energy during such a 
stressful time. This year Kiersten, a senior, received the Jill Costello award. Kiersten’s positivity 
and leadership played an important role in guiding the younger members of the house as she 
served as an integral coordinator for our chapter’s preference night ceremony, for the second year 
in a row!  

       

As always, we could not have pulled off the 
amazing recruitment we had without the help 
of our wonderful advisor, Julia Holian. Her 
commitment to Kappa throughout all these 
years is truly inspiring, and we cannot begin 
to thank her enough! We’d also like to thank 
the rest of the alumni who dedicated their 
time and efforts willingly into the late hours of 
the night to help our chapter’s recruitment run 
so smoothly. We have great pride in our 
newest pledge class, and it is so fun to see 
them integrate so well into our chapter.
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Kappa has done a lot of amazing things for our philanthropy this year, and we couldn’t be more 
proud! In the Spring we worked on developing our relations with other chapters on campus and 
planned a brand new philanthropy with Sigma Nu: a week of fun activities and competitions for all 
the Greek chapters at Cal called Battle of the Row. This week was a great way for us to interact 
with members of all chapters and learn more about their philanthropies while simultaneously 
raising awareness for our own, Reading is Fundamental! 
 
Pi Deuteron also continued with our weekly philanthropy of reading with first grade students at 
Emerson Elementary School in an extension of their after school program. We had so much 
interest within our chapter that we expanded beyond the number of hours we’ve done in the past 
and now have Kappa’s volunteering in the classroom multiple times every week! We love watching 
the children thrive in the classroom and grow every single week! They are teaching us more things 
than we can possibly teach them.  It is amazing to have the opportunity to interact with them all. 
 
Our chapter also just had our biggest annual philanthropic event of the year, Kappa Karaoke. We 
host almost 600 people over the course of the night in our courtyard at 2328 Piedmont. This was a 
great way to showcase our beautiful house as well as our love of philanthropy and FUN! This year 
we opened up the event to the public, and we were proud to host singing and dancing 
performances from 25 fraternities, sororities, groups on campus, musical groups, and other 
individuals in Berkeley! We were extremely grateful to receive donations in the form of gift cards 
and prizes for our raffle from members of the East Bay Alumnae Association, House Board, and 
other alums, as well as from many local businesses in Berkeley. Thanks to all the patronage we 
received, we managed to raise approximately $2,700 for Reading is Fundamental and the Kappa 
Kappa Gamma Foundation, which is a full thousand dollars more than we raised last year! The 
support we receive for this event is overwhelming and we are ecstatic to see it grow every year!  
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In the fall semester the ladies of Kappa Kappa Gamma have proven to be incredibly philanthropic. 
We started off the semester with the inaugural Delta Gamma and AquaDelt Anchorsplash event. 
We then had a couple weeks of fun activities on Sproul Plaza, a hub for student activity on UC 
Berkeley’s campus, including Zeta Pink Lemonade (raising money for Court Appointed Special 
Advocates), Chi Phi and Sigma Kappa “Paw Awws” (helping Cooper's Dream), and Alpha Chi 
Omega’s Cookie sale (donating to domestic violence shelters in Oakland). 

           

After “midterm season” passed, we had 4 
teams of 5 women battle in Kappa Alpha’s 
DeKAthalon event. The competition was 
styled like a relay-race; when one game was 
completed, the next one began and the 
winning team had $100 donated to their 
philanthropy of choice. Ultimately we did not 
win, but we supported them by donating 
$400, which went to their philanthropy 
Appendiceal Cancer research.  

This was not our only team event this semester, as Kappa had 3 teams sign up for Zeta Tau 
Alpha’s Crown Classic Flag Football Tournament, with a total of 34 members signed up to run, 
throw and support Breast Cancer Education and Awareness. As the semester got colder in early 
November, Tri Delta and Sigma Nu’s Cookies for a Cure Delivery became very popular amongst 
our members. Warm cookies delivered on a Sunday evening was hard to resist for many Kappa 
women. The money raised was donated to their national philanthropy, St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital.  

Additionally, this semester we were able to 
share our love for our philanthropy and learn 
more about others at Panhellenic’s new 
event, Off the Greek. The event showcased 
each chapter’s philanthropies through tabling 
with small activities for each. We would like to 
continue this the amount spirit we had this 
semester into Spring 2017. 
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Hello, my name is Marie and I am Pi 
Deuteron’s Vice President of Academic 
Excellence. We have had another wonderful 
academic year at Pi Deuteron! Our overall 
GPA has remained above UC Berkeley’s 
average GPA and the All-Greek average, and 
our cumulative chapter GPA has also 
increased since last year. It is incredible to be 
a part of such a motivated group of women 
that continues to raise the bar for academic 
success each semester.   

As Vice President of Academic Excellence, I help the women of our chapter with all of their 
academic needs, but I also have the privilege of planning academic events at our chapter house. 
Each semester, we host an Academic Brunch to recognize past academic achievements and plan 
new goals for the upcoming semester. We also host Professor Dinner, where members of our 
chapter enjoy dinner with some of their favorite UC Berkeley professors.  Every week in chapter 
meeting, we have an academic spotlight for members of our chapter who are excelling in their 
classes, interviewing for exciting summer internships, and balancing numerous extracurricular 
activities in addition to their coursework. Last semester, we also had a coffee and waffle cart come 
to our chapter house during finals week so everyone could enjoy a warm, delicious breakfast while 
studying for their exams. This semester, we had a personal finance expert come to our chapter 
and give a presentation with tips on how to enter the personal finance world as a college student 
and prepare for future financial decisions as we enter the job market. It has been a remarkable 
experience to see Pi Deuteron academics in action this year, and I am confident that the women of 
our chapter will continue to set a high scholastic standard for the Pi Deuteron chapter of Kappa 
Kappa Gamma for years to come. 
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This past year, Pi Deuteron has had an incredible number of fun socials!  We began 2016 with a 
super fun "C" themed invite to celebrate everyone being back at school after a long winter break. 
Some of the best costumes included the Clintons, Chick-fil-A, and a clown. We then joined forces 
with Pi Beta Phi to put on our annual Monmouth event, celebrating the founding of our houses at 
Monmouth College. Later in the spring, our Social Annual Chair, Shelby, planned a Date Dash to a 
baseball game – an event that was only announced to the chapter the night before! Though it was 
pouring rain, we hurriedly found dates and bused into AT&T Park for the Giant’s opening game 
against the Dodgers... you can only imagine how that pitted NorCal girls against their SoCal 
sisters! Everyone had so much fun, and the rain ended up making the day even more of an 
adventure. In the fall, our social calendar was filled with fun events, game days, and invites! To 
welcome our newest members, we began with an invitational in San Francisco with the theme 
“What Used to be Cool.” Clever costumes for the night included Beanie Babies, Power Rangers, 
and Fall Out Boy.  To finish off 2016, the chapter had a formal Date Party in San Francisco, which 
served as an awesome last hoorah for the semester.  

 
In addition, Pi Deuteron had several Sisterhood events! Our Sisterhood chairman, Hailey, 
spearheaded several activities for members of the house, serving as great opportunities for the 
sisters to bond! In early spring, Hailey held a private barre class for Kappa’s at Lululemon. After 
the class ended, Lululemon opened up their store too only Kappa’s and sold their products at 
discounted prices! Lululemon was also nice enough to offer healthy snacks and beverages. It was 
a fun time! Later in the semester, a group of Kappa’s used BART to get to the Exploratorium in SF. 
Following the event, the girls got a yummy lunch at a restaurant called Rosa’s nearby. Lastly, 
during dead week Hailey had a waffle and coffee cart come right to our courtyard! This gave 
Kappa’s a chance to destress, chat, and also enjoy some delicious waffles!  
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 As Education Chairman of my chapter, my 
main responsibility comes in preparing the 
Kappa seniors on post-grad life. Since joining 
Kappa means a membership for life, I connect 
our current Kappa’s with alumni and the 
various organizations that they can get 
involved with so that Kappa will always be a 
part of who they are, even in fifty years. 

Additionally, I prepare them through various workshops and guest speakers on post-grad topics 
such as saving and investing, insurance, and buying a home. My other responsibilities include 
Founder’s Day and Fireside which keep ritual and tradition alive in our chapter. 

  

 

Hello! My name is Dominique Bly and I am the New Member Chair. This semester, the Pi Deuteron 
chapter has been so fortunate to welcome 54 wonderful young women into our chapter. We began 
the new member festivities in early September with meetings, socials and activities. On October 
28th, we officially initiated them into our fraternity, making this pledge class one of the largest in 
the history of the chapter! From hikes, to impromptu sleepovers, to roof-top socials, we are so 
incredibly thankful to have yet another group of amazing young women to build relationships and 
share memories with! 
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FRESHMAN: MK LARSON 

Major: Chemistry 
Involvement at Cal: At Cal, I am a Regents Scholar, Lacrosse Team 
Manager, and Lab Researcher at the Museum of Vertebrae Zoology. 
Why MK joined Kappa:  As soon as rush started I could tell that the 
girls in Kappa were people that I wanted to surround myself with over 
the next four years. They were all incredibly driven and smart, while 
knowing how to have fun and make the most out of Cal. Kappa felt like 
home from the first day I walked in.  
 

 

 
  

 
SOPHOMORE: ELENA SAAVEDRA 

Major: Media Studies with a Minor in Journalism 
Involvement at Cal: At Cal, I am the Marshal for KKG, Producer for 
CalTV News department, and on the Cal Cheerleading team. 
Passion for Cheer: I have been cheering competitively since I was 5 
years old, so the opportunity to continue practicing these performance 
skills through college has been a blessing. I am able to not only be an 
ambassador for the number one public university in the world, but also 
cheer on my favorite team!  

 

 

 
 

 
JUNIOR: ANNIE MAY 

Major: Political Sciences with a minor in Global Poverty and Practice  
Involvement at Cal: At Cal I've been involved with the badminton 
team, the Fashion and Student Trends club, and a modeling agency in 
San Francisco. 
Passion for The Berkeley Group: This semester, I joined The 
Berkeley Group, which is an on campus club that provides pro bono 
consulting for non-profits in the Bay Area. 

 

 
 
 

 SENIOR: KIERSTEN NEWQUIST 
Major: Psychology  
Involvement at Cal: At Cal I have had the chance to be a TA for 
Public Health 116 and a TA for Education 190. In Kappa, I have gotten 
to be VPO and participate on the Standards committee. 
Experience Abroad: I studied abroad in Florence, Italy for a semester 
where I had the chance to learn about another culture and explore 
Europe. Seeing how other people lived their lives and getting to meet 
people from all over the world really helped me broaden my horizons 
and appreciate all I've learned and the opportunities I've been given. 
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On July 15-17, 2016, sixty women went BACK 
TO THE BIG HOUSE for a weekend of fun and 
renewed sisterly friendship while raising 
$4,600 for the chapter house!  Our CAL Kappa 
reunion gathered at the Kappa House on 
Friday night for a LONG TIME NO KEY 
Welcome party, where we anxiously walked 
into the house and right back into our 
combined past! To say this experience was 
amazing is an understatement.  Women who, 
in some cases, hadn’t seen each other in 
nearly thirty years, hugged, cried, laughed, 
caught up and reminisced in the familiar 
surroundings of the beautifully redone Kappa 
House.  Friday night’s Welcome Party and 
Mexican Food Grill was then moved down to 
Henry’s for more frivolity and laughter.  Late 
night, we also hear some of the women ended 
up at Top Dog!  Nothing changes! 

 
After sleeping in our old rooms at the House and eating breakfast, many Kappa’s hit the fire trail, 
hiking and running together or roaming the campus and the surrounding areas.  And, thanks to alum 
Alicia Walker Rowell (Class of ’91), Cal’s Assistant Athletic Director, we were treated to a VIP tour 
of the Cal Memorial Stadium, complete with tour of the field, a talk from Head Women’s Soccer 
Coach, Neil McGuire, and a walk thru the University Club level.  Saturday afternoon was full of free 
time, including laying out on the roof and hanging out together.  Saturday night we all gathered again 
at a private party at the new Bear’s Lair.  Although nothing like its former self, the Bears Lair holds 
so many memories for all of us that it was good to be back.  The evening culminated with a 
celebration for Annie Baxter Perrin’s (Class of ’90), Reunion Committee Member, birthday and an 
amazing slide show put together by Olivia Chandler, daughter of Courtney O’Callaghan Chandler 
(Class of ’90), Reunion Committee Chair.   
 
That sixty women left their lives to GO BACK TO THE BIG HOUSE for the weekend is a testament 
to how much Kappa and Cal means to all of us.  We are grateful for the time we spent together, but 
everyone agreed it was too short.  It was a special privilege given to us by Diane Jones, who really 
helped us to reconnect and relive a part of our past that is only filled with fun and goodness. 
 
We would also like to give special thanks to the following Kappas for their help and generous product 
donations: Heather Fukumoto Perlman (Class of ’91) who designed our reunion logo for the 
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hats and welcome bags; Jenna Perez 
Feinberg (Class of ’88) who gave us each 
incredible Beauty Counter Mascara and to 
Lesley Campoy (Class of ’88) for the great C 
Magazine reading material, and for Cecelia 
DeQuesada Harris (Class of ’92) who 
generously donated wine from her vineyard for 
our reunion weekend.  We thank you.  

Loyally, 
Reunion Committee Members: 
Courtney O’Callaghan Chandler (’90) 
Annie Baxter Perrin (’90) 

 
Jenny Evert Solari (’90) 
Judy McDonald Moses (’90) 
Michele Shuman (’90) 

 

 

It’s Like We Never Left… 

Our group had the best time staying at the Kappa House this summer!  We want to thank the 
House Board and all of the actives for opening your current home (and our former home!) to us. 
 
Overall, we thought the décor was just amazing!  The common rooms look so beautiful.  We loved 
the addition of the attic and a bigger patio.  We thought the new gym was hilarious, as we used it 
as a TV room in the 1990s to eat our lunch, fresh baked cookies prepared by our chef Adam, and 
watch soap operas!  We didn’t have quite the fitness awareness back then as the girls do today. 

     

We also loved the things that felt and seemed 
the same:  the rooftop, bathroom layout, cozy 
TV room off the foyer where we would review 
and purchase party pictures, and of course 
the milk machine and snack kitchen.  
Everything even smelled the same, which we 
actually liked! It was so reminiscent to sleep 
in the same rooms again and walk down that 
wide, beautiful staircase each morning.  
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We spent hours pouring over the composite photos and our own scrapbooks we brought.  A 
private tour of the “new” Memorial Stadium was a highlight, as was our casual lunch at the new 
Bears Lair.  We were surprised to see a DJ/Dance Club vibe at Kip’s but happy to see Strada and 
Bancroft Clothing had not changed a bit.  Campus looked beautiful and we also enjoyed a 
delicious and memorable dinner in a private room at Comal on Shattuck. 

Kappa friendships are timeless and that was very apparent during our reunion.  Everyone’s hearts, 
souls, and personalities were exactly the same despite the 22+ year time lapse.  We want to give 
special thanks to Diane Jones for motivating and organizing us, and Bree Robertson Lancaster 
who planned and executed a perfect weekend.  Thanks also to Dede Weadock, Kappa’s chef, who 
worked her food magic and kept our tummies full.  
 

Love and Loyally, 

Angie Kendall McCunniff 
(Class of ’93) 
 

 


